
Time Signature - Meter 
In music, a time signature tells you the meter of the piece. Meter is the basic pulse and 
rhythm of a piece. Composers determine the number of beats per measure when starting a 
composition and indicate this information with a time signature. 

Time signature is written as a “fraction”. The top number shows you the amount of beats 
per measure. The lower number is the quantification such as quarter, eight, etc. 
 
Common time: C or 4/4  
The most common meter in music is 4/4. It’s so common that its other name is common 
time and the two numbers in the time signature are often replaced by the letter C. In 4/4, 
the stacked numbers tell you that each measure contains four quarter note beats. So, to 
count 4/4 meter, each time you tap the beat, you’re tapping the equivalent of one quarter 
note. 
 

Cut time:  or 2/2 
Is a musical meter that has 2 beats per measure such as 2 half notes or equivalent. It is 
also known under the name alla breve. 

 
Waltz time: 3/4 meter 
In the second most common meter, 3/4 each measure has three quarter note beats. In 3/4 
meter, beat 1 of each measure is the downbeat, and beats 2 and 3 are the upbeats. It’s 
quite common, though, to hear accents on the second or third beats, as in many country 
music songs. The ¾ rhythm suggests a circular motion such as in a Waltz-Dance. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Allabreve.svg


March time: 2/4 meter 
Chop a 4/4 meter in half and you’re left with only two quarter note beats per measure. 
You will find 2/4 meter in most famous marches. The rhythm is similar to the rhythm of 
your feet when you march: “left-right, left-right, 1-2, 1-2.”  

6/8 time 
If you notice that a time signature of 6/8 doesn’t have a “4” in the bottom number 
(denominator) It is  meter based on eighth notes. 6/8 meter is a grouping of six eighth 
notes per measure. 

 
There are many other Time Signatures but those might not be that common. Very rare 
meters are 5/4 or 7/4 but some songs really use them. 

 

Finale 
Before you create a new Finale document you are prompted for the time signature. Use 
4/4 or 3/4 for  your first composition to keep things simple. 

You also need to enter the Key Signature. Use C-major/ a-minor for your first 
composition. 

Finale also offers you to change the time signature in a piece. To do so read the help files 
of the Finale Software. 
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